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DAMASCUS (DIMASQA, ARAM) 

The name of Damascus is attested for the first time in the Bronze Age, as tj-ms-ql in Egyptian and as 
Dimasqa in Akkadian. Early Damascus was neither exceptional, nor as important as many of its neighbors. This 
changed in the 10 th century BC, when a certain Tdron successfully rebelled against the Hebrew king Solomon 
and founded the Aramaean kingdom of Damascus. Within less than a century Damascus had become the most 
powerful Aramaean state in Syria, harassed the northern Hebrew kingdom of Israel, and, under Hadad-'idr and 
Haza-Tl, it led Syrian resistance to the Assyrians. After repeated defeats by Assyria, Aramaean Damascus 
experienced a decline during the 8 th century BC. In 731 BC, shortly after Damascus and Israel had attacked 
Judah, Damascus was conquered by the Assyrians. 

Although the history of Damascus and its rulers is somewhat better known than that of many of its 
Aramaean, Neo-Hittite, and Phoenician neighbors, it tends to be illuminated mostly by the limited testimony of 
foreign sources, most notably Assyrian royal inscriptions and the Bible. The arrangement below seems to be the 
most plausible reconstruction of the meager evidence. The names of the Aramaean kings of Damascus are most 
consistently given in the Bible. Here they are presented as partly reconstructed Aramaean forms, followed by the 
transliterations from Hebrew and the English forms in italics. Attestations in Akkadian sources are indicated in 
the footnotes. Dates are based on the Biblical and Assyrian evidence. 
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Aramaean kings of Damascus 

Tdron ( Razon/Rezon ) 1 ... son of Tl-yada c (? Elyada'/Eliada) 

Hadyan I ( Hezydn/Hezion ) ... son of (?) Tdron 

Tab-Ramman {Tab-Rimmon/Tab-Rimmon) ... son of Hadyan I 

Bar-Hadad I {Ren-Hadad/Ben-Hadad) ... son of Tab-Ramman 

Hadad-'idr {Hadad-'ezer/Hadadezer) 1 * * ... son of (?) Bar-Hadad I 

Bar-Hadad II {Ben -Hadad/Ren -Hadad) ... son of (?) Hadad-Tdr 

Haza-Tl {Hdzd-'el/Hazael) 3 ... son of (?) Hadad-'idr or of (?) Ba'sa of Bet-Rehob 

Bar-Hadad III {Ren-Hadad/Ren-Hadad) 4 5 6 ... son of Haza-Tl 

Hadyan II (. Hezydn/Hezion ) 3 ... son of (?) Bar-Hadad III 

Radyan (. Resin/Rezin ) 6 ... son of (?) Tab-Tl {Tdb-’el/Tabeel) 7 

(conquest by Tukulti-apil-Esarra III of Assyria 732) 
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1 The same name is rendered Edrunu in Assyrian sources. 

1 Called Adad-idri in Assyrian sources; the Biblical name occurs only in relation to an earlier king of Bet-Rehob 
(Beyt-Rshob) or Zobah (Sobah); modern scholars have frequently identified the historical Hadad-'idr of 
Damascus with the Biblically-attested Bar-Hadad II, who is considered a separate ruler by Pitard (followed here), 
and an error by Lipinski. 

5 Called Haza-ilu in Assyrian sources; according to the Bible, he murdered his predecessor Bar-Hadad II. 

4 Called Mar’I (a title meaning “my lord”) in Assyrian sources. 

5 Called Hadianu in Assyrian sources. 

6 Called Rahianu in Assyrian sources. 

7 The occasional identification of the “son of Tab-Tl” with Radyan in Isaiah 7:6 is an uncertain inference. The 
name Tab-Tl is attested as Tab-ili in Assyrian sources. 




